
The Writing & Critique Group Survival Guide

Section IV
Worksheet 1: Critiquing Books  

for Young Readers

This worksheet is organized around the categories for young readers we talked about critiquing 
in this section. Within each category, you’ll see questions you can ask yourself that will help you 
recognize and comment on any weaknesses you find while you are critiquing. If you have trouble 
finding the answers to these questions, first push yourself to look more deeply and then, if you 
still aren’t clear, make sure to note this difficulty in your feedback to the author.

For practice, use this worksheet to do your own critique of our sample scene. Or you can 
use it to start the critique process on actual projects submitted by the writers in your group. 

Reading Level

	 •	 How well does the vocabulary fit the needs of the child reader? What 
changes could the author make to suit the vocabulary more to their 
young audience?
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	 •	 How long and complex are the sentences in the book? Are there expla-
nations that are too complicated? Should the author trim or simplify 
sentences or information?
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	 •	 How complex is the overall story structure? How many plot threads and char-
acters are in the book? How can the author simplify the story structure? 
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Audience

	 •	 Does the book reflect the world of a child? How could the author direct 
the project more tightly toward what a child is interested in reading or 
learning about?  What could the author do to shift the focus?
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	 •	 What sense do you have of a pattern in the book’s writing. How has the 
author used rhythm or repetitive structure to help a child follow along 
and stay interested? How can the author improve her word choices and 
sentence flow?
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	 •	 Has the author considered an adult as a secondary audience? What can 
the author include in the story that will help the adult reader enjoy the 
book, as well as the child he is reading to?

		

		

		

		

		

		

Story

	 •	 How active is the hero in solving or impacting the story problem? What 
actions does the hero take to try and achieve her goal?  What could the 
author do to make the hero a stronger participant?
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	 •	 How entertaining is the story? Has the author included enough tension, 
excitement and/or humor to keep a child’s attention? What can the au-
thor add or change to improve the story?
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	 •	 How many details has the author filled in with words? Has the author 
left room for an illustrator to add images from her imagination and for 
the child to make up its own pictures as well? Are there details the author 
should highlight and others they should trim?

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		

		


